Your Organization

Friday, 5 November 2021
Term 4, Week 5

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK
I have told this story heaps before but here it goes again anyway.
I had an amazing father who was a grand, glorious 5’ 6” tall gentleman with friendly turquoise blue eyes. He was quiet,
strong, but smoked like a chimney. Mum on the other hand, was academic, shadow Springbok hockey player for South
Africa and not keen to allow for failure. Both brought qualities to the upbringing of us three siblings that we are grateful
for, but I always wanted to please mum so badly.
Mum was well known in opera circles and sang beautifully. I was her first born and grew to be an almost 6’ tall, nonelegant giraffe that could not find her way onto the stage as either a fairy, Mother Mary or Tinkerbell, and who made
people cry when I tried to sing. Mum was slightly disappointed. I did, however, get a role in the annual play as a palm tree.
I was devastated. My curly haired dad tucked me into bed that night trying to wipe my tears that were leaving salty trails
down my cheeks and onto my pillow. As he pushed my curls back, he said, “You are going to be the best palm tree that
there ever was. Remember the show can’t go on without that palm tree.”

After interviewing, with the help of my panel and staff, the amazing College Captain candidates, I could not avoid thinking
of how many of them are going to be disappointed with the outcome. Sometimes we create our own heartbreaks through
expectation. Perhaps most of them have a dad or mum in their lives that will push back their hair, wipe their tears, and say,
“Sometimes when you get disappointments in your life, it makes you stronger.”
My takeaway from these two days of interviews is just that of glorious exhilaration. I asked one ten-year-old who his role
model is, and he burst into tears saying it is his dad. Having someone acknowledging their peers as their role models was
profound. They expressed their love for the College, that they love Chapel where they can be a whole school, that they
appreciate their teachers, that they gave it a go despite being so nervous, shy, and out of their comfort zones. They want
to do it for the College, themselves, their peers, and their parents. What a privilege I had!
Once again, we know that we can’t live life without disappointments. “Disappointments are God’s appointments.”
Proverbs 3:5-8 “Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to
him, and he will make your paths straight. Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD and shun evil. This will bring
health to your body and nourishment to your bones.”
Thank you to all who shared their time with me and my panel. Thank you for your courage, risk taking qualities and your
value you add to the College. Palm tree or Tinkerbell…. Remember to humble yourselves under the mighty power of God
and at the right time he will lift you up in honour.
God bless you
Eureka Coetzee
PS: I was an amazing palm tree. The following year I got the role as a windmill. Never give up……
P.P.S. My mum gave me a standing ovation…...

FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL’S DESK
After a long hard think about my own situation, my mind began to wonder
about how often we try to rank important aspects of our lives, in particular
our own wellbeing. The legacy of Covid-19 has allowed us to try to make
sense of our lives. There are times when things become really hectic and life
is out of whack. Perhaps we have a lot of events all at once, or it’s the later
weeks of school and we just need things to go well and smoothly; so, we push
ourselves that little bit (or sometimes big bit) extra. We might compromise on
our usual exercise routines, save time by not cooking a healthy meal or spend
less time with our family and friends just to get those extra jobs done. We tell
ourselves it is just for this week, just till we get through this week. But what
impact does it have on our wellbeing and the wellbeing of those around us?
Unlike other areas of monetary investment, there is no benefit to
compromising in areas of our wellbeing. In fact, the impact can become
detrimental and compromise our regular functions more than we actually
suspect. Whilst there are always things that need to be done, you must not
let those things compromise your wellbeing. Keep time set aside for that
exercise you had planned, make sure you cook that healthy meal and don’t
forget to spend that much needed time with your family and friends who help
to lift us up when we so desperately need it. Make a sizeable deposit in the
currency of time towards your wellbeing and in the short and long term it will
pay off.
Of course, everything needs to be in balance. Our Year 12 students are fully
involved in their external exams as the clock ticks down to the end of their
formal schooling. Much study and preparation has gone into these
assessments and we wish them well. In the final week of their schooling, we
have some interesting and fun activities for them to participate in. This will
culminate in both Awards’ Night on Tuesday 16th, and on Friday 19th, the final
Year 12 Chapel and Walk of Faith. Students across the College are also
completing assessments for their teachers and will be continuing these over
the next few weeks. We all need to be working right to the end, but still trying
to keep a reasonable work/life balance. Like the Melbourne Cup, we run our
race right up to the finish line, lest we get over-run. As always, our staff are
here to help.
It was great to see so many students and their families participating in our
first Cabaret evening. Thank you to all involved. It was so lovely to see the
smiles on so many faces. We look forward to our Orientation Day on Monday
8th November. Details have been included in this Newsletter. This is also a
good time for students to start to look for those resources that are not being
used and must be returned to the College. Please check for overdue
textbooks and novels now to avoid issues later.
God’s blessings,
Steven Lake
deputyprincipal@rlcb.qld.edu.au

Upcoming Events
5-7 November
• Band Camp at Cania Gorge
8 November
• Orientation Day P-12
10 November
• Quiz Worx Presentation
11 November
• Swimming Carnival
Gates Open 4pm
12 November
• PUPIL FREE DAY
16 November
• Award’s Night Year 6-12
• Life Education (Primary)
17 November
• Life Education (Primary)
• Free Dress Day—SRC
• RAAP Year 12
18 November
• Life Education (Primary)
19 November
• Year 12 Leaver’s Day
• Newsletter
20-23 November
• Year 11 Leadership Camp—
Luther Heights
21 November
• College Chapel 5pm
Prep Leading
22 November
• PFC Meeting 2pm
23 November
• Year 11 Final Day
24 November
• Moore Australia Interschool
Swimming Carnival
25 November
• FCFD—Prep Providing
26 November
• Year 10 –v– Staff Volleyball
Game

27 November
• Community Christmas
Festival
28 November—1 December
• Year 10 Leadership Camp—
Emu Gully
30 November
• Transition Day—Year 7
1 December
• Year 10 Final Day
2 December
• Year 6 Graduation Service
6.00pm—7.30pm
3 December
• RLCB Playgroup

ORIENTATION DAY
A reminder that Orientation Day for both Primary and Secondary students is on Monday 8 November.
The Primary Orientation morning for Prep to Year Six will be held from 8:45am to 10:45am. On this day students of
the 2022 Preparatory class and new enrolments in other primary year levels will attend Redeemer for the morning.
To facilitate this and assist the transition of all students, each class will move up to their new classroom for the
morning. Where possible teachers will be with the class that they have been allocated for 2022. Students will experience a little bit of what it will be like next year and talk about some of the specific Year Level experiences they
can look forward to. New parents will be welcomed to the College and the Primary Campus with an information
and induction session in the Library from 9.00am.
The Secondary Orientation will begin at 12:00 noon with a shared lunch and will conclude at 2:00pm. This will
involve both the students who will be attending Year Seven at Redeemer Middle School in 2022 and their parents,
and is open to parents investigating the secondary options for their children. The afternoon’s program which will be
held in the Library will provide as much information as possible to ensure a seamless transition into Redeemer’s
Secondary School in the new school year.
Being at school on time on this day will really assist the day to run smoothly.
2021 Teaching Staff
With staffing complete and Orientation Day just around the corner, I provide the following information in regards
to teaching roles for 2021. I look forward to being able to introduce you to our new staff in the new year.
Principal
• Eureka Coetzee
Deputy Principal
• Steven Lake
Primary Staff:
• Prep: Joanna Esler
• Year One: Belinda Gardiner
• Year Two: Kerri-Anne Wilson
• Year Three: Emma Taylor
• Year Four: Bethany Bulowski
• Year Five: TBA
• Year Six: Alison Millar
Secondary Staff:
• English Department: Maddison Schulke/ Steven Lake
• Science/Maths Department: Kate Wissemann, Angus
Thompson Seagroth, Sarah Conway, Megan Worthington
• Home Ec: Emma Keegan
• Business: Haylee Hutchings
• Manual Arts: Paul Gray
• Art: Cheryl Lower
• Music: Michael Rankin
• Library: Sue Appel
• Educational Support: Rebecca Wall
• PE Primary: Carmel Witten
• ICT: Lachlan Ohl
• Director of Learning: Wendy Walker

Teacher Assistants:
• Adelle Crosswell
• Tahnee Armytage
• Delmay Bennett
• Katie Maas
• Kerry Dew
• Kathy Callow
• Allouise Williams
Office Staff
• Helen Aldridge
• Vicki Fowler
• Cathy Wissemann
• Tracey Vandersee

Business Manager
• Petrea Jensen
Groundsman:
• Eric Baldwin
• Dave Behrendorff
Cleaning Ladies
• Leonie Chishom
• Charmaine McLachlan
Pastor
• Pastor Graham Pfeffer

WHOLE OF COLLEGE INTERSCHOOL SWIMMING CARNIVAL
THURSDAY, 11 NOVEMBER 2021
The Interhouse Swimming Carnival is one of the many highlights on our college calendar for Term Four. This
year, we will be integrating all events, including assistance and participation events, into one carnival to
involve all students from Prep through to Year 12. The Whole of College Carnival will be held at the Biloela
Aquatic Centre on Thursday, 12 November. To allow sufficient time to complete all events, we will be
opening the gates at 4.00pm with the assisted events to commence promptly at 4.30pm. All events will be
held in the 50m pool. Parents and spectators will need to sign-in using the QR code on entry to the Aquatic
Centre.
Children in P-3 who are unable to swim 25 metres of a recognised stroke unassisted will be participating in
the assisted events. There will be two races – forward noodle assisted participation race and backwards
noodle assisted participation race. Students competing in these events will earn a participation point for their
house only and will not accrue points towards age champion or receive place ribbons.
All students Aged 5 to Age 8 who can swim 25m unassisted and Age 9 to Age 18 who can swim 50 metres of a
recognised stroke unassisted participate in the competitive race events which follow the assisted events and
earn points towards Age Champion. A 25m participation swim for freestyle and breaststroke is also offered
for students who are not confident in swimming their 50m age events. Students competing in these
participation events will earn a participation point for their house only and will not accrue points towards age
champion or receive place ribbons.
Our staff, with the help of the Biloela Aquatic Swim Instructors, have assessed the students in Prep and Years
1, 2 and 3 during their weekly swimming lessons to ascertain their swimming ability to determine what
events they will participate in.
It is important to note that this is a school event, and as such, all students are expected to attend and
participate. As Friday is a day-off for students and staff in lieu of extra hours spent at the carnival, any
absences from the carnival will require a note from parents with a reasonable explanation as to their absence.
Students are to wear their House t-shirts at the carnival. Children may get cold between races, so please
ensure that you provide them with at least two towels and a tracksuit (school tracksuit).
All students will sit on the grassed side of the 50m pool in their respective House areas for the duration of the
evening. Students are not to sit/stand on the cement path beside the pool. This is to be clear at ALL times.
Parents and spectators including non-school age children will be allocated to the Grandstand.
All swimmers entered in the competitive race events will be timed and first, second and third placements for
each event will be granted to the three fastest overall times for that event. No swimmer will be disqualified
however, placement will be determined by correctness of stroke. Any swimmer with incorrect technique will
not be placed before a swimmer with correct technique. Final placements will be allocated by Chief Referee
Mr Ray Robins and his decision will be final. If you have any queries on the night, please do not approach the
timekeepers, please see Mrs Burchell immediately with any queries or requests.

Age Champion medals will be awarded to the girl and boy in each age level who receive the highest total
points tallied from the competitive race events. Students aged 10-12 and 13–18 years will also have the
opportunity to nominate in the RLCB Special Medallion Races (100m freestyle). These students who
nominated will be timed during PE lessons and the top eight participants who have swum the event in PE
under the cut-off time will be nominated to compete in the 100m freestyle on the night.
Relays will only be run if time permits. There will be a Primary and Secondary Mixed Team for each house
plus a Parent and Teacher Team who will go head-to-head with our senior secondary team. Four
competitors in each team.
The Biloela Swimming club have once again offered their timing equipment to enable our students to have
accurate times and placement in their races as well as House points. This will streamline the process of
issuing ribbons and getting the children back to their House areas.

The Biloela Aquatic Centre will be providing a pre-ordered tuckshop service and the Pool Canteen will be
open and accessible to parents only. Pre-ordered meals can be ordered for students and their families
through our College Qkr! App.
Whilst wet weather is forecast for next week, we are hoping that the carnival will still go ahead as planned.
If, however, there are storms present and we are unable to proceed on Thursday, we have made tentative
plans to postpone the carnival until Monday, 15 November. Further advice will be provided if required.
We are all looking forward to a fun-filled night with a strong emphasis on student participation.
Vicki Fowler
Swimming Carnival Co-ordinator

AWARDS NIGHT
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Prayer Families

It has been decided that we will announce all
secondary leaders at the Awards Night. The
Primary School Leaders will be announced at
Closing Chapel.

TERM 4
Week 6
• Wilkie
• Wilkie
• Wilkinson

SPORTS HOUSE CAPTAINS

Week 7
• Williams
• Williamson
• Wills
• Wilshaw

This year we will continue to have two House Captains in Primary and two
in Secondary per house. From 2023 we will have one House captain in
Primary and One in Secondary per house. The Leadership Policy will be
updated and distributed.

FIDGETS/POPPITS
No fidget toys or poppits are allowed on campus other than allowed at teacher discretion or as per needs request to enhance learning. These toys have become a distraction
and will not be tolerated. Please do not hesitate to contact me regarding this matter.

HEALTHY EATING POLICY
Our college is very proud of our healthy eating policy. We do have some treat days as
per guidelines and monitored well. No chocolates, potato chips or lollies will be allowed
to be consumed at school. They can stay in the lunch boxes to be eaten at home.

CHRISTMAS CANDY
Christmas time is near and the lovely candy canes will make their appearance. These
can be handed out at school, but they will be stored in the students’ bags and to be
eaten at home.

CHRISTMAS BAUBLES
Anyone who can donate unused/excess Christmas Baubles for a Christmas activity,
please drop them off at the Office.

Birthday Blessings
The College Community would
like to wish the following
students a happy and blessed
birthday.
November
11
Hannah Boal
15
Samuel Walker
16
Jack Claydon
16
Zoe Delroy
16
Savannah Dudarko
17
Aaliyah Pakalu
19
Monique Irvine

FROM THE BUSINESS OFFICE
Year 12 Families – Centrelink and Medicare Information
The Australian Government has produced a series of short YouTube videos for students and families. Topics include:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Youth allowance eligibility
Student start-up loans
ABSTUDY
Studyent payments
Payments for apprentices
Alternatively read more in the School Leavers resource eKit
(QIS Parent Network)

Overdue School Fees
The final invoice for College Fees was due for payment on Friday, 29 October 2021. Thank you to the families who have
finalised all payments for 2021. Your support is truly appreciated and your prompt payment helps with the College’s
cash flow for the busy final quarter. Families with outstanding fees are asked to finalise their payments
immediately. Families on an approved payment plan are asked to ensure there is a nil balance by 31 December
2021. Families may pay at the office, online or through Parent Lounge using internet banking, EFTPOS, credit card, cash,
or cheque. Families are reminded that any outstanding accounts after the due date will incur a $55 Administration Fee.

FROM THE BUSINESS OFFICE
Uniform Shop
Reminder - The Uniform Shop will be closed:• Monday, 8 November for Orientation Day – New families only are permitted to shop
• Last week of Term Four for Stock Take
Stock that has arrived:
• Secondary formal skirts.
• Homework Satchels, Library Bags and Pencil Cases.
Parents are strongly encouraged to purchase 2022 uniforms as soon as practicable.
• Existing families with Prep students in 2022 may purchase the Prep uniform now.
• Prep students will be required to buy uniforms for Year 1 for next year.
• Year 6 students will be required to buy Secondary uniforms for Year 7 for next year.
• The Uniform Shop will be open on Orientation Day for only the new families to the College. Existing families
are requested to not shop on this day to alleviate some of the pressure for our volunteers on such a busy day.
If you would like to be a Uniform Shop volunteer, please contact one of the lovely ladies now to offer your
assistance.
Tax Deductible Donations
The College has three Deductible Gift Recipients Funds available for anyone wishing to make a Tax Deductible
Donation to the College.
• The RLCB Building Fund was established in 2000 to enable the public to make unconditional contributions of
$2 or more to assist the College acquire, construct and maintain buildings.
• The RLCB Concessional Scholarship Fund was established in 2014 to enable the public to make unconditional
contributions of $2 or more to assist the College in offering Concessional Scholarships to successful applicants
to assist in the payment of Tuition Fees for Secondary students where sufficient funds are available.
• The RLCB Public Library was established in 2014 to enable the public to make unconditional contributions of
$2 or more to assist the College Library to purchase resources for staff and students that are outside normal
budgetary constraints.
Families, friends and interested persons are invited to make tax deductible donations to the fund of their choice
through the office or during special activities such as Book Fair. An official receipt will be issued for taxation
purposes so please remember to leave your name and postal address when donating. If you wish to donate
on-line, please call the office for the BSB and Account numbers. Once the deposit is received, the receipt will be
issued.

Redeemer Lutheran College
Biloela
2 Collard Street
BILOELA QLD 4715
Phone: 07 4992 1813
Fax: 07 4992 1455
E-mail: redeemer@rlcb.qld.edu.au

