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The Power of Perseverance
James 5:11 As you know, we count as blessed those who have persevered. You have heard of Job’s perseverance and have seen
what the Lord finally brought about. The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.
If 2020 was a running race, we would be nearing the finish line. At the halfway point of Term Four, temperatures are rising
swiftly, and energy reserves are draining quickly. We need to dig deep and persevere. To persevere means to keep moving
forward even when it seems that you are getting nowhere at all - to stay the course that you know to be true. By this time next
week, our Year 12 students will have finished their final examination and be preparing for their ‘adulting’ week. Their 2020
academic year has been an exercise in perseverance as it was nothing like was expected at the start of the year. Likewise, we see
the students at the other end of the spectrum, Prep who are truly making leaps and bounds in their learning as the skill of
reading begins to come together for them. They have persevered and bit by bit the code is starting to show itself. It is super
exciting to watch their skills emerging.
Over the next few weeks, this trait of perseverance will be on show in the College. Students who wish to take on a leadership
role but are challenged by public speaking will require perseverance. Students who find swimming difficult but will swim in the
carnival to get their house a point will require perseverance, as will the teachers as they begin their marking and reporting
duties. We have come so far and weathered all that 2020 has thrown at us. We’ve got this everyone!
Enjoy the fortnight to come.

INTERHOUSE SWIMMING CARNIVAL – THURSDAY 12 NOVEMBER
The Interhouse Swimming Carnival is one of the many highlights on our College calendar for Term Four. The Whole of College
Swimming Carnival will be held on Thursday 12 November. To align with the Interschool swimming carnival, we will be using
the 50m pool.
As Mrs Aldridge, our Swimming Carnival Co-ordinator, has provided extensive information regarding the swimming carnivals I
note only the following details:
•

•

•

•
•

Noodle Carnival will be held on Wednesday 11 November from approximately 9:00am to 10:30am. All students in Prep Year 3 attend this event. Students in Prep to Year 3 who cannot swim 25 metres of a recognised stroke participate in the
Noodle Carnival. Students participating in this event will be notified via their diaries. Parents are very welcome to come and
cheer.
Whole of College Carnival is on Thursday 12 November from approximately 5:30pm to 9:00pm. All students Age 5 to Age 8
who can swim 25m and Age 9 to Age 18 who can swim 50 metres of a recognised stroke participate. Attendance of all
students is expected.
A 25m participation swim for freestyle and breastroke is offered for students who are not confident in swimming their 50m
age events. Students competing in these participation events will earn a participation point for their house only and will not
accrue points towards age champion or receive place ribbons.
Friday 15th November is a Rostered Day Off. (This day is provided as a Rostered Day Off in lieu of the extra hours staff work
on the Thursday evening and to assist students recover from the active and late evening.)
Students (Prep – Year 6) who receive first and second places at our Interhouse Carnival will be invited to represent
Redeemer in the Interschool Swimming Carnival on Wednesday 25 November.

Yours in Christ,
Sandra Wass

SECONDARY NEWS
Upcoming Events
After a long hard think about my own situation, my mind began to wonder
about how often we try to rank important aspects of our lives, in particular
our own wellbeing. The legacy of Covid-19 has allowed us to try to make
sense of our lives. There are times when things become really hectic and life
is out of whack. Perhaps we have a lot of events all at once, or it’s the later
weeks of school and we just need things to go well and smoothly; so we
push ourselves that little bit (or sometimes big bit) extra. We might
compromise on our usual exercise routines, save time by not cooking a
healthy meal or spend less time with our family and friends just to get those
extra jobs done. We tell ourselves it is just for this week, just till we get
through this week. But what impact does it have on our wellbeing and the
wellbeing of those around us? Unlike other areas of monetary investment,
there is no benefit to compromising in areas of our wellbeing. In fact, the
impact can become detrimental and compromise our regular functions
more than we actually suspect. Whilst there are always things that need to
be done, you must not let those things compromise your wellbeing. Keep
time set aside for that exercise you had planned, make sure you cook that
healthy meal and don’t forget to spend that much needed time with your
family and friends who help to lift us up when we so desperately need it.
Make a sizeable deposit in the currency of time towards your wellbeing and
in the short and long term it will pay off.

Of course, everything needs to be in balance. Our Year 12 students are fully
involved in their external exams as the clock ticks down to the end of their
formal schooling. Much study and preparation has gone into these
assessments and we wish them well. Students across the school are also
completing assessments for their teachers and will be continuing these over
the next few weeks. We all need to be working right to the end, but still
trying to keep a reasonable work/life balance. Like the Melbourne Cup, we
run our race right up to the finish line, lest we get over-run. As always, our
staff are here to help. It was also pleasing to see so many of our senior
students helping out at the school disco. The joy on the students’ faces
said it all. Thank you to everyone involved.

8-15 November
• NAIDOC Week
9 November
• Orientation Day
10 November
• 2021 Primary College
Captain Speeches 1.15pm
11 November
• Noodle Swimming Carnival
P-3 9.00am - 10.30am
12 November
• Night Swimming Carnival
5.30pm
13 November
• PUPIL FREE DAY
17 November
• Awards Evening Year 6-12
7.00pm
18-19 November
• Year 12 Defensive Driving
Course, Banaraby
19 November
• RAAP, BSHS Year 11/12
• Secondary Swimming

20 November
• Primary Swimming
• Callide Valley Interschool
Touch Competition
• Year 12 Leavers’ Day
• Newsletter
23 November
• PFC Meeting 2:00pm
26 November
• FCFD Prep Providing
30 November
• Leadership Roles 2021 written
applications due
2 December
• Year 6 Graduation 6—7pm

Mr Steven Lake
Deputy Principal

4 December
• RLCB Playgroup
• 2021 Sports Captain Speeches
10 December
• Last Day— Recreation Swim,
PFC Providing morning tea
and Lunch
11 December
• PFD

Prayer Families
TERM 4
Week 6
• Barnes & Croft
• Barron
• Batchelor
Week 7
• Bates
• Bath
• Behrendorff
• Bennett

Birthday Blessings
Hands on learning at its best!
Secondary students, Shanyce Lower, Maddison Tranter and Kaitlyn Horwath learnt first
hand the art of soap making thanks to a Redeemer parent
volunteering her
time and sharing her skills.

Thank you to Dianne Forrester, your visit certainly inspired our students.






There is currently a total of 36 staff working at the College.
The longest serving staff member at Redeemer is Mrs
Catherine Wissemann. Cathy started working at the school in
November 1995, 25 years ago.
There are 6 staff members who have been at Redeemer for
10 years or more. Who do you think they are?

The College Community would
like to wish the following
students a happy and blessed
birthday.
November
7
Owen Henney
8
Abigail Galdal
11
Hannah Boal
15
Samuel Walker
16
Zoe Delroy
16
Savannah Dudarko
17
Adrian Dahlitz
17
Aaliyah Pakalu
19
Monique Irvine
20
Caidyn Sorrensen

Interhouse Swimming Carnival
Our annual Inter-House Swimming Carnival is creeping up on us once again. On the 12 November, both houses will be
going head to head for one last chance to snatch the House trophy. The carnival will be held at the Biloela Aquatic Centre
in the 50m pool. Gates open at 5.00pm ‘for a “sharp” 5.30pm start. Please use the normal admission entry gate. An email
has been sent to parents notifying of the events your child has been selected to swim in. Children in P-3 who are unable to
swim 25 metres of a recognised stroke will be participating in the day-time Noodle Carnival which will be held on
Wednesday from approximately 9:00am to 10:30am. If your child is participating in the Noodle Carnival, you would have
received a letter sent home with your child.
This is a school event, and all students are expected to attend and participate in the night’s event. Students in Junior
school who are not competent to compete in a race are the only ones exempt from attending (they will have participated
in the Noodle Carnival on Wednesday morning). As Friday is a day-off for students and staff in lieu of extra hours any
absences will require a note from parents.

Students are to wear their House t-shirts on the night. Children may get cold at night between races, so please ensure that
you provide them with at least two towels and a tracksuit (school tracksuit).
Students who are swimming will sit on the grassed side of the 50m pool in their respective House areas for the duration of
the evening. Students are not to sit/stand on the cement path beside the pool. This is to be clear at ALL times. The Biloela
Aquatic Centre will be providing a pre-ordered tuckshop service and will deliver meals to the children during the night. The
Pool Canteen will be open and accessible to parents only. School children, who are spectators only, are to remain in the
grandstand with their parents. These and other siblings are the sole responsibility of parents.
All swimmers will be timed and first, second and third placements for each event will be granted to the three fastest
overall times for that event. No swimmer will be disqualified, however, placement will be determined by correctness of
stroke. Any swimmer with incorrect technique will not be placed before a swimmer with correct technique. Final
placements will be allocated by Chief Referee Mr Ray Robins and his decision will be final. If you have any queries on the
night, please see Mrs Aldridge immediately.
Age Champion medals will be awarded to the girl and boy in each age level who receive the highest total points. Age 10-12
and Age 13-18 year students also have the opportunity to nominate in the RLCB Special Medallion Races (100m freestyle).
These students who nominated will be timed during PE lessons and the top eight participants who have swum the event in
PE under the cut-off time will be nominated to compete in the 100m freestyle on the night.
A 25m participation swim for freestyle and breastroke is offered for students who are not confident in swimming their
50m age events. Students competing in these participation events will earn a participation point for their house only and
will not accrue points towards age champion or receive place ribbons.
Relays will only be run if time permits. There will be a Girl and Boy Team for each house plus a Parent and Teacher Team.
Four competitors in each team. Both Acacia and Grevillea will be represented by two teams – one boys and one girls.
These teams will consist of two primary swimmers and two secondary swimmers.
The Biloela Swimming club have once again offered their timing equipment in order for our students to have correct times
and placement in their races as well as House points. This will streamline the process of issuing ribbons and getting the
children back to their House areas. Please do not approach the scorers – see Mrs Aldridge only with any queries or
requests.
For our night to run smoothly, I am asking parents from each class to offer an hour of their time to do time keeping. The
more the merrier. We need 3 time keepers per lane. If you are able to assist, please contact Mrs Helen Aldridge
redeemer@rlcb.qld.edu.au
We will also need helpers to set up equipment and lane ropes from 5.00pm before the Carnival commences. We are all
looking forward to a fun-filled night with a strong emphasis on student participation.

Parents are welcome to attend both the Noodle Carnival and the evening Carnival; however, you will be required to
adhere to a set of guidelines which are fast becoming the new normal and which you will be familiar with by this point.
•

Contract Information
Parents will be required to sign in, providing your name, phone number, email address and date and time of
arrival. You must answer screening questions clarifying that you are well, do not have an active case of COVID19, have not returned from overseas or a declared hotspot in the last 14 days or been in close contact with a con
firmed COVID-19 case. This information will be kept for 56 days.

•

Sanitation
Parents will be expected to wash your hands and use sanitiser regularly.

•

Physical Distancing
Parents are required to maintain physical distancing of 1.5m between all other persons who are not part of their
household unit. As there is limited space around the pools, we will require the names of all family members
attending as spectators so we can ensure adequate spaces are available. Please RSVP by 3pm Friday. Parents are
encouraged to bring their own chair to the event so that you can make use of the grassed areas available to us
around the pool. You may be directed by College staff to observe from specific areas.

The document COVID Safe School Events released by the Queensland Government has informed the protocols in place for
this event. I am excited that we can hold these carnivals and appreciate your support in adhering with the guidelines
outlined above so that we can all remain safe.

Book Week & Grandparents’ Day

As decided by a panel of judges, Year Six student,
Amelia Graham, submitted the most curious and
creative entries for Redeemer’s Cabinet of
Curiosities. In the 16th Century, a cabinet of
curiosities (in German: Wunderkammer) was a
popular way to show off one’s private collection
of extraordinary objects including animal
specimens, skeletons, minerals, and unusual
handmade objects. In keeping with the theme for
Book Week 2020 of ‘Curious Creatures Wild
Minds’, students were challenged to create and
write about an artefact that would make minds go
wild! Congratulations Amelia!

Staffing for 2020
Monday will see the College host its annual Orientation Day. We cast our eyes ahead to 2021 and to all that it
will bring.
The College has once again been privileged to have a minimal turnover of staff. We will farewell Mrs deFreitas
who is moving to Western Australia to join her husband who now works there, and we farewell Miss Goodwin
who is moving with her fiancée to their family farm. Lastly, as planned Miss Harte will leave the college at the
completion of her Maternity Leave contract in December. We thank them all for their service to the College.
Mrs Lehmann will move from the classroom back into a Physical Education role and we look forward to
enjoying her talents in this space.
Therefore in 2021 staffing at Redeemer will be as follows:
Preparatory: Mrs Witten and Mrs Lower
Year One: Mrs Neilson
Year Two: Mrs Chandler
Year Three: Miss Taylor
Year Four: Mrs Walker
Year Five: Mrs Millar
Year Six: Miss Bunkell (Miss B)

Specialist Teachers
Art: Mrs Lower
Physical Education: Mrs Burchell and Mrs Lehmann
Music: Mr Rankin
Library: Mrs Appel

Secondary Teachers
Mrs Leonard
Mrs Burchell
Miss Keegan

Mrs Wissemann
Mrs Worthington
Mrs Conway

Miss Hutchings
Mr Gray
Mrs Brosnan
Miss Schulke (Junior English)

Educational Support
Mrs Wall
We thank God for providing our College with these staff and look forward to a smoother 2021.

FROM THE BUSINESS OFFICE
Overdue School Fees
The final invoice for College Fees was due for payment on Friday, 30 October 2020. Thank you to the families who have
finalised all payments for 2020. Your support is truly appreciated and your prompt payment helps with the College’s cash
flow for the busy final quarter. Families with outstanding fees are asked to finalise their payments immediately. Families
on an approved payment plan are asked to ensure there is a nil balance by 31 December 2020. Families may pay at the
office, online or through Parent Lounge using internet banking, EFTPOS, credit card, cash, or cheque. Families are reminded
that any outstanding accounts after the due date will incur a $55 Administration Fee.
Uniform Shop
Reminder - The Uniform Shop will be closed:•
Monday, 9 November for Orientation Day – New families only are permitted to shop
•
Last week of Term Four for Stock Take
Parents are strongly encouraged to purchase 2021 uniforms as soon as practicable.
•
Existing families with Prep students in 2021 may purchase the Prep uniform now.
•
Prep students will be required to buy uniforms for Year 1 for next year.
•
Year 6 students will be required to buy Secondary uniforms for Year 7 for next year.
•
The Uniform Shop will be open on Orientation Day for only the new families to the College. Existing families are
requested to not shop on this day to alleviate some of the pressure for our volunteers on such a busy day.
If you would like to be a Uniform Shop volunteer, please contact one the lovely ladies now to offer your assistance.
Socks
In 2021 the white “Secondary” socks will be compulsory across the College, from Prep to Year 12. The blue socks will no
longer be part of the approved uniform. Please ensure you have your white socks ready for next year.
Drought Response – Redeemer Congregation Biloela
The LCAQD has received a grant from the Lutheran Church of Australia’s Disaster and Welfare Fund to help care for the
needs of Queenslanders affected by drought. If you or someone you know (not only Lutherans) needs financial assistance
by way of food vouchers or the payment of utility bills, please talk to Pastor Graham Pfeffer or Tim Kessler.
Tax Deductible Donations
The College has three Deductible Gift Recipients Funds available for anyone wishing to make a Tax Deductible Donation to
the College.
• The RLCB Building Fund was established in 2000 to enable the public to make unconditional contributions of $2 or more
to assist the College acquire, construct and maintain buildings.
• The RLCB Concessional Scholarship Fund was established in 2014 to enable the public to make unconditional contributions of $2 or more to assist the College in offering Concessional Scholarships to successful applicants to assist in the
payment of Tuition Fees for Secondary students where sufficient funds are available.
• The RLCB Public Library was established in 2014 to enable the public to make unconditional contributions of $2 or more
to assist the College Library to purchase resources for staff and students that are outside normal budgetary constraints.
Families, friends and interested persons are invited to make tax deductible donations to the fund of their choice through the
office or during special activities such as Book Fair. An official receipt will be issued for taxation purposes so please remember to leave your name and postal address when donating. If you wish to donate on-line, please call the office for the BSB
and Account numbers. Once the deposit is received, the receipt will be issued.
Redeemer Lutheran
College Biloela
2 Collard Street
BILOELA QLD 4715
Phone: 07 4992 1813
Fax: 07 4992 1455
E-mail:
redeemer@rlcb.qld.edu.au

