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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK

Friday 7 May, 2021
Term 2 Week 3

Mothers, RRR, Portfolios and More
“Strength and dignity are her clothing, and she laughs at the time to come. She opens her mouth with wisdom, and the
teaching of kindness is on her tongue. She looks well to the ways of her household and does not eat the bread of
idleness.” – Proverbs 31:25-28
Writing this newsletter, I am still reveling in the success of our Year Seven, Eight and Nine students for pulling off another fruitful
Entrepreneurial Project. The Redeemer Rainbow Run was an achievement and hopefully here to stay and become tradition. I am already
excited to see what is next. The excitement of the students and the colours of the day wormed its way into my mind and filled my heart with
joy. Well done to all involved.
Miss Wilson: I am thrilled to announce that our new Year Two teacher, Miss Kerri-Anne Wilson has settled in well. She will continue to receive
support as we transition her into the Redeemer Community. Thank you, Wendy, who stepped up as mentor, coach, and coordinator.
However, Kerri-Anne has assured me that all the staff around her offered their time, advice and support. I am blessed to work alongside these
people. Also, a huge thank you to Mrs Eldridge who left her hubby and fur babies at home to accommodate us in this time of need taking on
the Year Two students as Miss Wilson settled in.
While we had Mrs Eldridge in our midst, we used her knowledge during a Staff Meeting where we were workshopped regarding Brain Breaks.
As Mrs Eldridge is completing her master’s she is specialising in Wellbeing. We were reminded that students spend almost 50% of their waking
hours at school. Brain breaks are so important as research shows that it improves executive function, enhances outcomes (academic and
wellbeing) and it encourages focus, flexible thinking and a positive attitude toward physical and mental wellbeing.
We have welcomed six new students at the start of the term and two more will join us next week. I would like to you to commit your prayers
to these students as they settle in at the College.
Portfolios: This can become a very sore topic and I am sure that we will have a mixed response from an executive decision made. After many
hours of contemplating, meeting with staff, talking to parents in general, it has been decided that all assessments and material supporting the
students’ results in the Primary Sector will be saved in a OneNote document. The Secondary Staff have been doing it this way for many years
and the “work smarter not harder” approach was welcomed by all. We find that staff are spending many valuable hours gluing paper on
paper, while we could rather scan and store the evidence in OneNote. You are welcome to ask for an electronic copy, but you will also find
that all the work copied and pasted in the old-style portfolio gets send home in the students’ books anyway. Please feel free to catch up with
me if you wish to discuss the matter.
Catch ups with me: These sessions have been well received and I am very thrilled to continue these meetings. Parents that work asked
whether I would repeat this in another timeslot and I will schedule it. Thank you for those who were able to make it and share your thoughts,
thrills, and troubles with me. I am listening and taking it all on board.
Mother’s Day: I would like to wish every mother a wonderful day. I am privileged to have a very healthy 85 year old mother who often puts
me in my place. She did question the length of my skirt at the RRR and since I have been living by myself and not cooking for a family, I must
send her photos of my meals often. She is vision impaired but somehow can notice if I did not add broccoli to my meal. Gotto love a mum!!!
To all the mums out there, struggling making broccoli thrilling, enjoying when your little person reaches a milestone, is heart broken when
they do not… make sure you schedule some ‘me’ time. You are loved.
Mother (muhth-er) -noun
One Person who does the work of twenty. For free
To conclude I wish to finish off with a quote I got from a dear friend. “Hello bee. Oh, please tell me you have a hunny tree.” -WINNIE THE
POOH. Remember it never hurts to ask and we must never stop being a learner.
My door is always open.
Eureka Coetzee
Principal

SECONDARY NEWS
The past two weeks have been very busy for us at Redeemer Lutheran College. We ended last week with the highly
successful Redeemer Rainbow Run. Well done to our Years Seven-Nine EP students who prepared and ran this event. It
was pleasing to see so many of our students and community members participate on Friday. Thank you to Miss
Hutchings, Miss Keegan and Mrs Conway for their continued guidance in this area. There was a very good turn up for
our Year Six into Seven evening, held last Wednesday. Many parents were surprised at how many subjects were offered
to our students and how amazing our facilities are. I encourage members of our community to spread the word to
other families about our school and what we have to offer students. Students in Business Studies, Food Technology and
Agricultural Studies attended Beef Week on Tuesday in Rockhampton. Students and staff reported that it was an
informative day and that they enjoyed the displays and information sessions.
Next Wednesday, we will have two subject selection information sessions. There will be the Year Eight into Nine
sessions starting at 5.30pm and Year Ten going into Year Eleven at about 6.45pm. Students and parents are encouraged
to attend to make the best informed choices about future subject selections and future after-school pathways. Our
secondary teachers will be on hand to present information about the subjects that they teach, as well as answering any
questions that students and parents may have. Adding to a very busy schedule, NAPLAN begins next Tuesday for our
Year Seven and Nine students. This will take place over three days in four, one-hour sessions. They have been preparing
over the past term to be familiar with the type of questions that they will be asked. We wish our students well in these
National standardised tests.
We will have performance groups at the Biloela Show this year. They will be involved in both Dance and Music. Please
ensure that all students meet these commitments and check as to when they will be required at the showgrounds. It is
a fantastic opportunity to showcase our talent to the wider community, as well as allowing our students to have much
needed performance experience. Also, our students will have many of their class activities and projects on display as
part of our Redeemer display. If you attend the show, please come and support it by viewing it and taking note of the
amazing things that our students do.
In another reminder to students, the uniform policy is quite clear about the wearing of hats and what is permissible as
jewellery, earrings, etc. Most students have been quite compliant, however there have been a few students who have
not been adhering to our school policy lately. I ask that families review this policy and be familiar with what is expected.
Mobile phones are not to be used at school, except when they have been granted special permission to be used as an
electronic resource for a particular class. At all other times, the mobile phones should remain in a student locker or left
with staff. If a student has not followed these guidelines, teachers may take possession of the phones until the end of
the school day.
As we start to head towards our athletics season, before-school training will begin in Week Five. Training sessions with
a particular focus will be communicated to the students. Various events will be held during some lunch breaks prior to
the athletics carnival. These events will also be communicated to students and their families very soon.
Just remember, during this busy part of the term, students may begin to show signs of stress. Staff are here to give
support and guidance. Please communicate your concerns early so that solutions can be found. As always, if you have
any concerns, please contact me through email: deputyprincipal@rlcb.qld.edu.au, or phone the College on 4992 1813.
Yours in Christ,
Steven Lake
deputyprincipal@rlcb.qld.edu.au

AUSTRALIAN BRAIN BEE CHALLENGE
Upcoming Events
The Australian Brain Bee Challenge (ABBC) is a competition for high school students
in Year Ten to learn about the brain and its functions, learn about neuroscience
research, find out about careers in neuroscience and to dispel misconceptions
about neurological and mental illnesses.
The program was started in Australia in 2006 to address a number of deficiencies in
the public's perception of science in general, and neuroscience in particular. RLCB
has had Year Ten students volunteer to participate in this competition for a number
of years.
The ABBC provides current and accurate information on the latest advances in
neuroscience research, its value to the community, and promote careers in science
and technology.
This year, five Year Ten students completed Round One online. They are:
Ben Jensen;
Hannah Rideout;
Samantha Dendle;
Shanyce Lower; and
Zoe Delroy.
Students spent a considerable amount of their own time during Term One learning
about the brain and neuroscience. They then completed an online test through
Education Perfect in Week Nine of Term One. Mrs Appel and Mrs Worthington
were really impressed with the commitment, enthusiasm, and maturity that all
these students applied to their studies.

10 May
• PFC Meeting 7pm
11 May
• NAPLAN Testing
Years 3, 5, 7 & 9
• Rotary Careers Market
Years 10-12
• Year 5/6 Parent Catch Up with
Mrs Coetzee 9am Staffroom
12 May
• NAPLAN Testing
Years 3, 5, 7 & 9
• Secondary Information Night
Year 9 & 10 2022

13 May
• NAPLAN Testing
Years 3, 5, 7 & 9
• FCFD - Year 2 Providing
14 May
• BILOELA SHOW HOLIDAY
20 May
• Prep Vision Screening
• Years 7, 8, & 9 Parent Catch
Up with Mrs Coetzee 9am
Staffroom
21 May
• RLCB Playgroup 8.45-10.15am
24 May - 27 May
• Preparatory Interviews

Round Two are the Regional Finals, held in each state/region in Australia and New
Zealand. Students who achieve a high score in Round One are invited to attend a
full day of activities at the University of Queensland and they will also have to
continue their studies to sit another exam.

27 May
• School Performance Tours P-6
Sussing Out Our Solar System

This year there was a very high standard of competition, and to progress to Round
Two, students needed to achieve over 80% in the quiz which is no small
achievement.

31 May
• Years 10, 11 & 12 Parent
Catch Up with Mrs Coetzee
9am Staffroom

We are very proud of all the students’ effort
this year. We are pleased to announce that
as a result of an excellent performance on
the test, the student who is invited to
progress to Round Two, is Ben Jensen.

28 May
• Volunteers Thank You
Morning Tea 10.00-11.30am

1-6 June
• Music Eisteddfod
2 June
• College Council Meeting 6pm
3 June
• Interhouse Athletics Carnival
Age 13-18 7am Setup
1pm Years 4-12 200m & 800m
4 June
• Interhouse Athletics Age 5-12
7am Setup
P-12 Periods 5 & 6
PFC Uniform Shop open
Monday 2:30 - 3:15pm
Wednesday 8:00 - 9:00am

NAPLAN
For Years Three, Five, Seven and Nine students NAPLAN (National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy)
is also on the calendar for this term. Our school is required to take part in this National testing and we do analyse the results as one element in a range of evaluation processes to determine student progress which then
directs our planning and teaching. The tests are based on Australian Curriculum content that is taught in our
regular teaching programs. We don’t specifically teach to the test but students are familiarised with the test
process and the types of questions that they will be asked. We make the testing a natural part of the education
process and encourage you to do the same. The students don’t need extra pressure.
All students are encouraged to participate in these tests but parents do have the right to request for their child
to be exempted. The appropriate form can be provided on request to the College Office. If this is your option
please get the paperwork submitted as soon as possible.

A reminder that a Registered Nurse will be visiting our College on Thursday, 20 May 2021 to conduct vision
screening for our Prep students who have completed the consent form online.
Parents do not need to be present for screening, however if you would like to be, please contact the school to
arrange this.
If your child’s vision is screened, you will be advised of the results in writing. If a vision concern is found, you
will receive a phone call from the nurse to discuss referral to an eye health professional for further
assessment. If a vision concern is identified and your child requires glasses, eligible health care card holders
may be assisted with free basic glasses through the Spectacle Supply Scheme.
If you have any questions, please contact the Primary School Nurse Health Readiness Program on 1800 687
372.

Port Curtis Cross Country Trials
Our team of 10-12 years and 13-18 years Cross Country superstars competed at the Port Curtis trials in
Benaraby and Gladstone recently .
It was wonderful to see these students give it their all amongst a huge field of students from the Port Curtis
region. What was most heart-warming was the encouragement coming from our students as they watched
their peers compete.
Congratulations to Taylah Fowler who placed first in the 12 years girls and to Shanyce Lower who placed
second in the 14 years girls. The girls will now go on to compete at the Capricornia Trials to be held in
Rockhampton on 1 June and we wish them the very best in their endeavours.

Prayer Families

My name is Miss Wilson and I am a graduate teacher from Brisbane. I have recently
graduated from Swinburne University of Technology and am excited to begin my
teaching journey at Redeemer Lutheran College as the Year Two teacher.
At home, in Brisbane, I live with my partner, Anthony, and our 2 dogs. We have a
Dalmatian, Madeline and a German Shepherd, George. Anthony works as a
mortgage broker and has decided to commute between Biloela and Brisbane.

In my spare time I like to get outside in the garden. By no means do I have a green
thumb but enjoy keeping my hands busy and being outside. I also enjoy cooking and
on the weekends both myself and Anthony like having our friends over and sharing
a meal.
I’m really looking forward to getting to know everyone and settling into life as a
teacher!

Regards
Kerri-Anne

TERM 2
Week 4
• Devillers
• Dew
• Dowling
Week 5
• Dudarko
• Duncan
• Evans
• Evans

Birthday Blessings
The College Community would
like to wish the following
students a happy and blessed
birthday.
May
8 Bill Retschlag
9 Georgia Creed
10 Texas Quinn
11 Tiahna Bailey
14 Olivia Muller
16 Alyssa Keller
16 Olivia Matheson

FROM THE BUSINESS OFFICE
Uniform Shop
The shop hours are as follows:
 Monday 2:30pm – 3:15pm
 Wednesday 8:00am – 9:00am
Remember to get in early to buy:• House polo shirts for the Athletics Carnival
• Winter uniform items now that it is getting cold
Because winter uniform items are the ‘removable’ component of the uniform, these are the items that tend to fill our lost
property box. It is important for families to name all items of clothing, particularly winter uniform items, to ensure that these
can be returned to the rightful owners. Families are asked to please encourage their child/ren to put jumpers and track pants
directly into their school bags instead of leaving them in classrooms or in the playground. This will ensure items are at home
when you need them for the cooler mornings.
Winter Uniform Policy
Primary

•
•
•
•
•

Royal blue Microfibre tracksuit – pants and zippered jacket with College logo.
And/Or Royal blue V neck fleecy jumper – no other markings.
Boys - Tracksuit pants may be worn over the Formal and Sports Uniforms.
Girls – Beige tights to be worn with formal uniform. Tracksuit pants may be worn over the Sports uniform only.
White short sleeve T-shirt or singlet may be worn under the Formal and Sports uniform for extra warmth.
Black leather lace up sandshoes. No sandals.
Secondary

•
•
•

Formal – Navy blue V neck knit jumper with College logo. Boys, charcoal trousers with belt. Girls, black tights.
Sports – Navy blue Microfibre tracksuit – pants and zippered jacket with College logo.
Year 12 Senior Jersey can be worn on Sports uniform days instead of Sports shirt.
• White short sleeve T-shirt or singlet may be worn under the Formal and Sports uniform for extra warmth.
Tracksuit pants cannot be worn without a jumper. As you warm up remove the bottom of your tracksuit first. Jumpers are not
to be worn around the waist.
Tracksuits, jumpers, trousers and tights are available for purchase through the Uniform Shop.
College Fees Due for Payment 14 May
College accounts were sent home on 23 April 2021 with a due date of FRIDAY, 14 MAY 2021. Families are asked to remember
to please pay their fees on time as the College relies on this cash flow to meet its own financial commitments. You may pay
your fees using internet banking (Westpac BSB: 034-162, ACC#: 197649), EFTPOS, credit card, cash, cheque or through Parent
Lounge. Please contact Petrea in the office if you have not received your invoice. (business@rlcb.qld.edu.au) Thank you.
Interest Added to LLL Savings Accounts
The interest on LLL Savings Accounts is calculated on daily balances and credited annually on
31 May. Any passbooks handed into College administration during May will be posted to LLL
on your behalf. Alternatively, you may post passbooks to LLL using the Reply Paid
address. When the passbooks are returned to the College in June, they will be put into the
‘2:30 Baskets’ to take home. The interest rate on LLL Savings Accounts is currently 0.25%
per annum. In addition, LLL Savings Accounts have no fees and charges, which provide an
additional benefit to LLL account holders. If you would like to open an account for your
children to teach them how to save, please contact the College office or visit LLL at
www.lll.org.au .
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