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And That’s a Wrap 
 
This newsletter is the final one for 2020. In what has been a remarkable year, I am proud to 
say that the College has thrived. We have continued to strive for excellence in all that we 
have done, and while it certainly hasn’t been perfect, the commitment to honest,           
transparent reflection within the community has been commendable as the college contin-
ues to move forward in its journey. 
 
Happily, on Wednesday, the College Council was able to announce that Mrs Eureka Coetzee 
will take the reins of the College in 2021. Her ability to start immediately means that the 
transition will be able to proceed smoothly. Eureka’s relational gifts will ensure that in 
2021, students will continue to remain at the centre of decision making here at the College. 
Eureka has proven to be committed to the College’s mission, so from the college’s            
perspective, it will be business at usual for our students and families. This appointment is a 
true blessing. 
 
Important Information: 
The fees set by the College Council form an essential part of our funding. However, for each 
child enrolled here at the school, we receive both Commonwealth and State Funding. Some 
of this funding is allocated on enrolled numbers at the start of each school year. For this 
reason, all students must begin school on January 27th, 2021. Students need to attend the 
school from Day 1 to ensure that the College receives the funding to which it is entitled. 
Should you choose to take a holiday during the first two weeks of school, the College will 
no longer receive the funding that it should. It is not enough to have your child enrolled 
here; they must physically attend the campus before February 11th to receive allocated 
funding for each child. If your child misses the first two weeks, but attends for the            
remaining 38, the school will not receive funding for this. Please consider this information, 
and the impact this has on the College before planning trips at the start of Term One. 
 
Finally, 
I want to take this opportunity to thank the Redeemer community for its support over the 
past two years. It has been quite a journey, and I have been thankful for the messages of 
affirmation and support that I have personally received during my tenure here at the       
College. I want to acknowledge the support of the staff, and in particular the administrative 
staff who have been patient with me as I found my feet. This school is a special place, and I 
have enjoyed helping it as it transitioned. However, it is time now for me to rest and give 
my energy to my family and friends. 
 
I look forward to seeing you all in a slightly different capacity over the next six months and 
to what the Lord has waiting for me after that time. May Peace be with you all as we look 
forward to celebrating the birth of our Saviour in the coming weeks. See you all in 2021. 
 
Sincerely  
Sandra 
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Upcoming Events 

 
9 December 
• Report Cards available via 

Parent Lounge  
 
10 December 
• Last Day— Recreation Swim, 

PFC Providing morning tea 
and Lunch 

• Closing Chapel 2pm             
Announcement of Primary 
College Captains 

 
11 December 
• PUPIL FREE DAY 
 
12 December - 25 January 
• School Holidays 
 
26 January 
• Australia Day Holiday 
 
27 January 
• School Resumes Term 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SECONDARY NEWS 
 

 
gratitude (noun) -  the quality of being thankful; readiness to show appreciation 

for and to return kindness. 

 

Positive psychologists often talk about the significant impact that living a life of 

gratitude can have on your overall wellbeing. Sometimes I will find myself 

grumpy about something, too busy and under the pump with work that needs 

doing or at other times just too exhausted to bother taking time out for          

gratitude. But I regularly come back to the science of psychology and am over-

whelmed by the evidence that supports the positive impacts of gratitude. It has 

been found that even a single act of kindness can cause an immediate increase in 

happiness of ten percent of participants and a thirty-five percent reduction in 

depressive symptoms. So, what do I have to be grateful for? It turns out that 

there is so much to be grateful for, each day of my life. I wholeheartedly come 

from a strengths-based approach; identifying, celebrating and learning from the 

strengths in people. This achieves so much more and shows positive                 

improvement across all other areas, rather than solely focusing on the negatives. 

When I stop and think about the good stuff that is in my life, there is so much! 

 

I have had an interesting year, finding myself in a new town and in a new role, 

working with new students, staff and families, as well as being part of a world-

wide pandemic. Sure, at times it has been hard work and at times I have missed 

my family and friends from home. But there are things I am extremely grateful 

and thankful for. For one, I have been welcomed and embraced by the             

Redeemer community. Whilst writing this article, I am extremely grateful for the 

experiences I have had, the friendships I have formed and the growth that I have 

had from being a part of this community. I know that I will continue to be      

grateful for the time spent here at Redeemer. In addition, in honouring the     

definition of gratitude provided above; from me to you… a huge thank you for 

navigating a particularly difficult year for everyone, and for being willing to work 

with me as the College continues its journey. I wish Mrs de Freitas, Miss Harte 

and Miss Goodwin all the best as they too embark on the next chapter of their 

own journeys to different parts of Australia. I know that I will miss them. I also 

want to thank Mrs Wass for her leadership, direction and friendship this past 

year and know that I, along with the rest of the Redeemer community, will    

greatly miss her in 2021. I do hope that we see her back in some capacity in the 

future. I look forward to beginning 2021 here at Redeemer with newfound      

experience and confidence and to be better prepared to meet the demands that 

the new school year will bring.  

 

Finally, I wish everyone a well-earned and safe Christmas season. I hope that we 

all get the chance to recharge ourselves - physically, mentally and spiritually. 

Christ’s blessings on you all. 

 

Steven Lake 

Deputy Principal 

 

Prayer Families 
 

TERM 4 

Week 10 

• Capio 

• Capio 

• Clapham 

• Clapper 

 

 
  

Birthday Blessings 

 

The College Community would 
like to wish the following      
students a happy and blessed 
birthday. 

 

December 

7 Indie Bryen 

8 Xavier Johnston 

9 Ella Wells 

12 Claudia Pakalu 

12 Kamryn Johnston 

16 Jonathan Price 

18 Lake Molloy 

18 Zac Wells 

19 Tyler Stevens 

19 Claire Witten 

21 Genevieve Peyper 

22 Samuel Day 

24 Damien Crosswell 

29 Amelia Woodman 

 



Moore Australia Interschool Swimming Carnival 
 
Well done to our students who represented the College at the Moore Australia Interschool Swimming Carnival last week. 
We witnessed some incredible displays of sportsmanship and were proud to bring home the trophy for highest aggregate 
points. 
 
Congratulations to the following students who were awarded Age Champion; 
 
 Harper Fowler  9Yrs Girls Age Champion 
 Emmy-Lou Creed  10Yrs Girls Age Champion 
 Cooper Maas  11Yrs Boys Age Champion 
 
Congratulations also to Cooper Maas who won the 10-12 Years Boys 100m Freestyle medallion. 

Report Cards & Portfolios 
 
Our College has been very busy this Semester updating our reporting system so that our Report Cards will be available to 
parents online through Parent Lounge.  Paper copies will no longer be sent home.  Parent Lounge can be accessed through 
the Parent Lounge link on our College website www.redeemer.qld.edu.au or download our free  Redeemer Lutheran Col-
lege Biloela App.  Alternatively, go directly to https://biltass.lils.edu.au/parentlounge  
 
Parent Lounge is a component of The Alpha School System (TASS), the computer operating system our College uses in   
Administration. Accessing Parent Lounge will allow families to check and update their details electronically saving time and 
paper.  All existing families have been provided with their Parent Lounge access details and are asked to access Parent 
Lounge and ensure that their details are up to date.  Providing the College with accurate contact details is your                
responsibility.  If you have forgotten your Username and Password please contact or email the College office. 
 
A guide to using Parent Lounge and further instructions regarding accessing your child/ren’s Report Cards will be provided 
next week. 

http://www.redeemer.qld.edu.au/


Year 6 Graduation - Principal’s Address 
 
Well….. in 2014, this group started Prep. It was an unremarkable year.  In 2015, they started year 1 and it was an             

unremarkable year…. Fast forward to 2019 and this group started year 5 and yep, you guessed it, it was an unremarkable 

year.  Over those 6 years, these students followed all the normal developmental milestones that occur in students aged 5-

11.  They grew, they learnt how to empathise, they learnt compassion and they learnt resilience. 

 

2020 came, and this group planned to start Year 6 as normal, but it was anything except an unremarkable year.  This year, 

we have seen this group of students use all of the skills, abilities and character strengths they developed over the past 6 

years to not only survive everything that 2020 threw at them, but to thrive and grow further as resilient young people.  

If 2020 has taught us anything, it is that we as human beings have exactly zero control over the world around us. Some-

thing, that as a Type A, I find particularly challenging. We plan our lives so carefully and we build up beautiful pictures in 

our minds about how our lives are going to be. This year, this group drew on all their reserves to deal with more than chil-

dren should have to deal with after all their pictures got broken. In 2019, our kids said goodbye to each other full of excite-

ment and expectation about their 2020 school year. They were looking forward to their camp, and to finally being the old-

est in the Primary school.  They said goodbye, fully expecting to see everyone again in 2020. We know now, that that was 

not the case.  First the group shockingly lost Charlotte, then Covid hit. Because of this, two of their friends were stuck in 

China,   unable to return. Those students are still there and we have also had to learn to live without Charlotte’s beautiful 

smile and grace. 

We managed to sneak our camp in, just in the nick of time! We were the last camp that was held at the site, and in further 

blows, one of our students broke their foot and couldn’t go, and one of the students broke their arm and had to come 

home sooner. The carefully planned camp itinerary was shot to pieces and the class missed out on the annual trip to      

Brisbane…. And yet…. And yet, they arrived home, tired, excited and happy!  How resilient they are. 

Term Two looked nothing like school usually did. They had lessons over a computer and learnt the true value of human 

connection. Technology is great, but nothing replaces face to face connection. Relationships thrive through sharing of the 

minutia of life and it was a true blessing to see most of them together again once restrictions lifted. We managed, by 

God’s grace, to have our cross country, athletics carnival and swimming carnival and even eventually Grandparent’s Day. 

So what then, can you the students take from this very remarkable year? 

I want you to know this…  

You are stronger than you know.  When things seem tough, very tough know that it is never ever hopeless.  You have    

already travelled through the blackest of times, and made it out the other side. 

Know that tough times don’t last.  Human beings have an amazing ability to adapt and change and you have already all 

shown that you have that quality. Whether the tough time is starting at a new and bigger school full of unfamiliar people, 

juggling 7 assignments that are all due in the one week or standing up to someone who is not treating you with the       

respect that you deserve, be brave and know that this is not a permanent challenge- one that exists just at this time. 

Know that you are loved.  You are fearfully and wonderfully made and loved by Our Father, and loved completely by the 

people in this room. You will always belong here and be connected to this school and the people within it. And finally, 

know that kindness is always the answer. One of the greatest pieces of advice I ever received and one I try to live by is to 

be both always totally honest and totally kind.   It’s the only answer you will ever need. 
Tonight we acknowledge this wonderful milestone. We acknowledge you are growing and maturing young people, and we 

acknowledge you as being one of the strongest and most resilient classes that have graced this College.  Tonight as you 

leave, may God go with you and continue to make your path smooth. 

Thank you 

Sandra 





 

FROM THE BUSINESS OFFICE 
 

 

2021 Fees 
Families are reminded that by signing the Enrolment Form and the Parent Agreement, each family has agreed to pay their 
College Fees by the due date; or by a date determined as a result of an interview with the Principal.  The receipt of College 
Fees on time is crucial for the College to ensure there is an adequate cash flow to meet its own financial commitments.   
If a family wishes to pay a full year’s fees in advance in 2021 to receive the 5% discount on the tuition component, please 
notify administration no later than Monday, 15 February 2021 for a quote before invoicing.  Once the quote has been       
accepted and a new invoice issued, the full payment must be made.  Payment of full year fees will be due on 28 February 
2021. 
 
VISA and Passport Holders 
Visa holders are reminded to regularly check your VISA and Passports for expiry dates and action updating these documents 
in a timely fashion.  Once you receive a new VISA or Passport, please give a copy of your new document to the office for 
filing to ensure your children can remain enrolled at the College. 
 
Uniform Shop 
The Uniform Shop will be closed next week. 
The Uniform Shop will open Wednesday, 20 January 2021 9:00am - 4:00pm.  
 
LLL Interest rate change 
I am sure that you are aware of the unprecedented low interest rate environment that we all live in. For the LLL, the histori-
cally low interest rates impact the investment returns that they can generate on the deposit funds that they hold. In light of 
that, the LLL will need to reduce the interest rate that they can pay on 
deposits. That change, to a rate of 0.25%, will come into effect on 1 January 2021. 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 
 
 

•  The Christmas wreath is representative of the crown of thorns that Jesus wore. Eventually, the colours of Christmas 
 were added. 

•  The traditional colours of Christmas decorations are red, green and gold. Red symbolizes the blood of Jesus. Green 
 symbolizes eternal life. Gold is the first colour associated with Christmas, symbolizing royalty. 

•  “Jingle Bells”, originally called “One Horse Open Sleigh”, was traditionally a Thanksgiving song. Although it is now a 
 Christmas staple, there is no mention of Christmas or any other holiday in the song. 

Redeemer Lutheran 
College Biloela 

2 Collard Street 

BILOELA  QLD  4715 

 

Phone: 07 4992 1813 

Fax: 07 4992 1455 

E-mail: 

redeemer@rlcb.qld.edu.au  

LAST DAY OF TERM CATERING 
The PFC will once again be providing morning tea and lunch for our students on 
the last day of Term. 
 
Lunch will be pizzas from Dominos.  If your child has any special dietary              
requirements that can be catered to by Dominos, please let us know as soon as 
possible so that arrangements can be made. 


