
FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK
 

 
 

The Teaching Power of Failure 
 

“Failure should be our teacher, not our undertaker. Failure is delay, 
not defeat. It is a temporary detour, not a dead end. Failure is some-
thing we can avoid only by saying nothing, doing nothing, and being 
nothing.” - Denis Waitley 
 

As adults we can all look back at a time when we found learning a new task or 

concept difficult. Recently, I challenged myself to learn the algorithm necessary 

to solve a Rubik’s Cube. Oh my goodness, I failed at it about 200 times before I 

managed to crack it and solve the cube.  It was hard, but every failure bought 

with it a modicum of clarity, of understanding that helped me to move forward 

in the learning process. Little by little, it was the failures that brought about 

understanding. It was failure that was the teacher in this learning journey.  
 
As I look back over my life, I can clearly see the times I failed, but more          

importantly, I can see the way that those failures have influenced my future 

choices and actions in a positive way.  
 
Failure is one of the most powerful and effective teachers that we have.  When 

our students fail, we as their guiding adults, help them to understand that     

failure is not a permanent state.  We help them to understand that they     

haven’t got there…yet, but that doesn’t mean they won’t. We help them to 

understand the learning available in their misstep and help them to use it to 

positively influence their future actions and choices. We empower them to 

embrace learning as an essential part of the learning journey. To do this, we, at 

times, let them fail supporting them to understand the learning involved in 

this. Michael Carr-Greg describes the role of good parents as being the frontal 

cortex of their child while it is developing. As teachers, we need to be the 

same, helping our students observe their mistakes rationally to identify where 

the lessons for them lie. 
 
Redeemer is a community of learners who celebrate the learning journey and 

the role that mistake making or failure plays in this. Come and join us being 

perfectly, imperfect learners. 

Warmest blessings, 
Mrs Sandra Wass 

Acting Principal
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Upcoming Events 
 

24 June 2019 
 RLCB Showcase Assembly 
    1.15pm 
 Year 10 Work Experience 
 
25 June 2019 
 Reports & P/T Interview 

Booking Form sent home 
 
28 June 2019 
 Year 9 & 10 Work Studies trip 

to CQU Rockhampton 
 Last day of Term 2 
 
15 - 19 July 2019 
 Pupil Free Week 
 
19 July 2019 
 Parent/Teacher Interviews 
    Primary 
 
17 - 19 July 2019 
 Parent/Teacher Interviews 
    Secondary 
 
22 July 2019 
 First Day Term 3 
 
23 - 24 July 2019 
 PC Athletics Trials  
    13 - 19 Years 
 
25 - 26 July 2019 
 Year 10 Careers Guidance 
 
27 July 2019 
 Under 8’s Community Play 

Day at RLCB 
 
31 July 2019 
 Maths Olympiad 
 College Council Meeting 

6.00pm 



MiniLit Reading Intervention Program 
 
For students who are struggling to learn to read, intervening early 

is the best way to stop reading problems from becoming more    

established, and to bring students up to where they need to be    

before they fall too far behind.  
 
Redeemer is running an evidence-based, intensive early reading 

intervention program called MiniLit. MiniLit is a teaching program 

which aims to assist struggling readers to reach their expected 

reading level. I have been fully trained to implement this program 

and will be working with small groups for up to one hour per day, 

four days a week using the carefully structured MiniLit program 

materials. The program takes about two terms to complete, with 

each lesson having three main components: 
 
 Sounds and words activities - where students learn to pay 

attention to the different sounds in words and to associate 

them with the letters of the alphabet 
 Text reading - which gives students the chance to practise their 

new skills 
 Story book reading - which involves the teacher reading and 

discussing a story book with the students, to help improve their 

vocabulary and comprehension. 
 
Research completed over the last five years has shown consistently 

that students make remarkable gains following MiniLit instruction.  
 
You can also support your child by reading with him or her every 

day. The ‘Reading with your young child’ factsheet provides some 

tips on how to make these sessions effective and enjoyable. 
 
Rebecca Wall 
Educational Support Teacher 

 

 

Birthday Blessings 

The College Community 

would like to wish the fol-

lowing students a happy 

and blessed birthday. 

 
June 
21 Maggie McDougall 

23 Alexander Bulten 

23 Ryan Lower 

25 Max Hodgson 

25 Samuel Wippell 

28 Austin Vine 

29 Holly Walker 

30 Ryan Jensen 

 

July 

1   Paytn Behrendorff 

1   Nate Chandler 

3   Elaina DeGit 

4   Lawson Boon 

6   Harrison Fenech 

9   Mia Clapham 

11 Nathaniel Graham 

13 Lachlan Parkin 

16 Sophia Devillers 

17 Luke James 

17 Indie Shaw 

 

 

PRIMARY COLLEGE NEWS 



WOOL COMPETITION 
 

The Wool Competition organised by Year 4 began 

in Week 9 with many creative and talented entries 

from Prep to Year 6.  
There will be a class winner announced next Friday 

who will then celebrate with a pizza party!  who will then celebrate with a pizza party!

Showcase Assembly 
Monday 24 June at 1:15pm 

 
 

On Monday, 24 June 2019, we will be holding our showcase assembly in Banksia at 1.15pm. 
 
This assembly provides an opportunity for parents and friends of the College to come along 
and see what our students have been working on this semester and in particular, will feature 
items performed by our students at the recent Biloela Speech and Drama Eisteddfod and    
Music Eisteddfod. 
 
The assembly is expected to run until approximately 2.00pm and we would love to see as 
many parents and friends of the College as possible. 
 



This week we have been blessed to have visitors from Lutheran         
Education Australia and Lutheran Education Queensland, the peak 
bodies that support and facilitate the operation of Lutheran schools 
across Australia, and specifically in Queensland. We have talked 
about curriculum, the way students learn, what it means to be a    
Lutheran school, finances, school operations, the future of Lutheran 
schools and many, many more topics. While it may seem strange 
that we are connected to offices in Brisbane and Adelaide, who help 
to guide and support our school, and sibling schools across Australia, 
it also highlights the benefits and strength that comes from being 
connected and working together as a system of schools. In the same 
way, we as a school community benefit from our connections and 
ways of working together to achieve our purposes. We are a          
community made up of many different people, a collection of         
individuals; students, parents, teachers, family members, business 
partners, Church, and more, who together form our school            
community. Paul, in his letter to the Corinthians, talks about the 
community of Christ and how we each have a special role to play, no 
matter what we think our strengths are, or are not.  
 
“21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head 
cannot say to the feet, “I don’t need you!” 22 On the contrary, those 
parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and 
the parts that we think are less honourable we treat with special 
honour. And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with       
special modesty,24 while our presentable parts need no special      
treatment. But God has put the body together, giving greater honour 
to the parts that lacked it,25 so that there should be no division in the 
body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each             
other. 26 If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is 
honoured, every part rejoices with it.” 
 
Let us all take the time to show our ‘equal concern for each other.’ 
Let us work together as a community so there is no division in the 
body, but rejoicing in our strengths of togetherness and being of one 
body with Christ. 
 
Mr  Matthew Qualischefski 
Acting Deputy Principal 
 
 

Prayer Families 

TERM 2 
Week 9 
 McCallum 
 
Week 10 
 McDougall 
 McIntyre 
 Mellor 
 Mendoza 
 
TERM 3 
Week 2 
 Middleton 
 Molloy 
 Muller 
 Neil-Ballantine 
 
Week 3 
 Neilson 
 Newton 
 Osborne 
 Kombo & Pakalu 
 
 

SECONDARY COLLEGE NEWS 



This Semester, students in Years 7, 8 and 9 have been investigating the notion of service in their 
subject called Entrepreneur Projects. Students have completed experience with service               
organisations within the local community and have gained perspective on the value and purpose 
of service toward others. 
 
The culminating event to this project is Exhibition Night on Friday 2 August, aptly titled “Let us 
Serve You”, where the students will deliver a three course meal, entertainment and host guest 
speaker, Costa Georgiadis. Costa is best known as host of ABC’s “Gardening Australia” and is     
passionate about sustainability and community. He will partner with the students to deliver the 
keynote message on service and sustainable practices that build community. Students will also 
showcase their learnings on serving with the gifts of the spirit. This exhibition night is open to the 
community and tickets will sell quickly, so we encourage friends and family of the College who are 
interested in attending to book early and avoid disappointment. 



6 A SIDE SOCCER 
On Friday 14 June we saw some of our year 5 
and 6 students travel to Benaraby for the 
inaugural Interschool 6 A Side Soccer compe-
tition. Redeemer entered two mixed teams 
and played some tough competition against 
teams from the   Gladstone and Biloela re-
gion securing second and fourth place over-
all. 

A special mention to Kaden Lower who was 
awarded overall mixed best and   fairest 
player. 

Well done teams, a fantastic effort and no 
doubt a lot of fun had as well! 

Thank you to Mrs Witten and Mrs Lower for 

THAT DAM RUN 
LAKE CALLIDE DAM BILOELA 

On Sunday morning the ‘Redeemer Slayers’ represented 
our school in the ‘Battle of the Schools’ section in the local 
Dam Run. 

The ‘Slayers’ had some tough competition, with 12 school 
teams entering the 5km school race. They placed 4th 
overall with a fantastic time of 28:17mins/5km. 
 
Thank you, Aiden, Charlie, Shawn, Hannah and their     
families for making the effort to support this wonderful 
community running event. It was fantastic to see so many 
Redeemer families having fun and participating in the 
2km fun run. 

Next year we look forward to entering more teams in the 
‘Battle of the Schools’ 5km run.  



On Friday 14 June our students (and staff!) wore their pyjamas to school to raise awareness and 
vital funds to support children living in foster care. All funds raised from donations went directly to 

the Pyjama Foundation.  



Redeemer Lutheran 
College Biloela 

2 Collard Street 

BILOELA  QLD  4715 

 
Phone: 07 4992 1813 

Fax: 07 4992 1455 

E-mail: 

redeemer@rlcb.qld.edu.au  

 

FROM THE BUSINESS OFFICE 
 

Term 3 Fees 
In an effort to help families plan for next term, please be advised that accounts for Term Three will go 
home on Friday, 26 July 2019 with a due date of Friday, 16 August 2019.  Families are asked to pay 
any outstanding fees as soon as possible using internet banking, credit card, Parent Lounge, cash or 
cheque.  Thank you. 
 
Uniform Shop Closed for Stock Take 
The Uniform Shop will be closed during the last week of term for stock take on Monday, 24 June 
2019.  Thank you to the volunteers who will be helping Christine Cochrane.  

STAFF FAREWELLS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Another season has passed and it’s time for a farewell (kind of) and a welcome.  
 
Mrs Montgomery, our General Math, Science, Physics and EP teacher is leaving     
permanent employment at Redeemer at the end of the semester. Luckily for us, 
it’s only ‘see you later’ as she is already booked in for relief days for the rest of 
the year.  
 
In her place, we welcome into full-time employment here at the college, Mrs 
Sarah Conway. Mrs Conway comes to us from Moura High where she is a STEM 
champion and Science and Maths teacher. We are very excited to welcome Mrs 
Conway and her family to our school community and thank Mrs Montgomery for 
all she has done, especially for supporting our students to explore Science        
opportunities and competitions. We thank God from bringing both these ladies 
into our community. 




